Saint Agnes Church Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer October 12, 2025 @ 9:30 am

Zoom Meeting ID: 326 920 7504
Call-in option: 1) Dial 646-568-7788 or 929-205-6099, 2) Enter 326 920 7504 # and 3) Press # for a participant's ID

Officiant When anyone is united to Christ, there is a new world; the old order has gone, and a new order has already
begun. 2 Corinthians 5:17

Confession of Sins

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All We repent the wrongs we have done:

We have wounded your love.

O God, heal us.

We stumble in the darkness.

Light of the world transfigure us.

We forget that we are your home.

Spirit of God, dwell in us.

Officiant Eternal Spirit, living God,
in whom we live and move and have our being,
all that we are, have been, and shall be is known to you,
to the very secret of our hearts
and all that rises to trouble us.
Living flame burn into us,
cleansing wind, blow through us,
fountain of water, well up within us,
that we may love and praise in deed and in truth. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Eternal Spirit, flow through our being and open our lips,*(you may cross your lips with a right thumb)
Celebrants And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
asit was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Officiant The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.
Life in the Spirit based on Romans 8:2, 14—-19
All In Christ the life-giving law of the Spirit:

has set us free from the law of sin and death.
All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God:
it is the Spirit that enables us to cry, Abba, Father.
The Spirit confirms that we are God’s children:
and if children then we are heirs.
We are heirs of God, and fellow-heirs with Christ:
if we share his suffering now,
in order to share his splendor hereafter.
The sufferings we now endure:
bear no comparison with the splendor to be shown to us.
The created universe itself waits with eager longing:
for the children of God to be revealed.

Officiant The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him.
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The Lesson

Reader

Reader
Celebrants

All

WLP #764

A Lesson from Luke 17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he
entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, "Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us!" When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the
priests." And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And
he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they?
Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him,
"Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well."

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 111 Confitebor tibi

1 Hallelujah!
| will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, *
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! *
they are studied by all who delight in them.

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and his righteousness endures for ever.

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.

5 He gives food to those who fear him; *
he is ever mindful of his covenant.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all his commandments are sure.

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.

9 He sent redemption to his people;
he commanded his covenant for ever; *
holy and awesome is his Name.

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understanding;
his praise endures for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
asitwasin the beginning, isnow, and will be forever. Amen.

Taste and See Music: James E. Moore, Jr.
Text: James E. Moore, Jr., para. Of Psalm 34



Reflection Paul Yoon

Today’s gospel lesson highlights the profound importance of gratitude toward God—not merely as a polite virtue but as
an essential spiritual attitude that shapes healing and wholeness. Despite his marginalized status as a Samaritan, a
foreigner, an outsider excluded from Israel’s social and religious circles, he alone returns to give thanks, recognizing and
honoring the true source of his healing. While this depiction of gratitude is often regarded as straightforward, its
spiritual depth goes beyond mere thankfulness; indeed, gratitude is frequently linked by researchers to mental and
emotional well-being.

Jesus’ question underscores this deeper expectation: “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they?
Was none found to return and give praise except this foreigner?” His response to the Samaritan, “Get up and go on your
way; your faith has made you well,” draws an important distinction between cure and healing. The nine were physically
cured—their skin disease removed—but only the Samaritan is truly healed, made whole and holy through faith rooted in
gratitude.

This returning figure evokes the philosophical notion of the ‘second naivete,” a concept developed by French
philosopher Paul Ricoeur. It signifies a post-critical stage of faith achieved after wrestling with doubt and skepticism. This
second naivete is not a naive innocence but a mature stance that embraces ambiguity and integrates complexity,
creating meaningful understanding from it.

We can see this second naiveté embodied in the Samaritan’s journey. He complies with Jesus’ instructions, presenting
himself to the priests for ritual examination—a recognition not only of his physical cure but also a reintegration into the
religious and social community, where his skin disease had marked him as impure and sinful. Yet, crucially, the
Samaritan returns not merely to the community but to Jesus himself—the source of his healing.

Jesus’ commendation and sending him on his way signify empowerment: the Samaritan is entrusted to live out his
restored life in faith and gratitude. This return is grounded in realism, not naive optimism. Though cured, he remains
mortal and vulnerable to illness and death. Like Lazarus, who experienced resuscitation, not resurrection to be clear, yet
faced eventual death anew, the Samaritan’s faith is one of mature hope—shaped by the ‘second naivete’ —that
acknowledges life’s fragility while affirming wholeness through faith.

In our own spiritual practices—whether in contemplation, silent prayer, or meditation through mindful breathing—we
return to Jesus again and again: second, third, and countless times, facing life’s hardships with faith rooted in gratitude
and hope, continually embracing life as lived in the spirit of the nth naiveté.

Paul Ricoeur
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The Apostles' Creed

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
andthelifeeverlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
Celebrants And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray, singing

Our Father, who artin heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdomcome, thy will bedone,
on earth asitisin heaven.
Give usthis dayourdaily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us fromevil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.Amen.

The Supplication Pray responsively.

<

For the hungry and the overfed

May we have enough.

For the mourners and the mockers

May we laugh together.

For the victims and the oppressors

May we share power wisely.

For the peacemakers and the warmongers
May clear truth and stern love lead us to harmony.
For the silenced and the propagandists
May we speak our own words in truth.
For the unemployed and the overworked
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May our impression on the earth be kindly and creative.
For the troubled and the sleek

May we live together as wounded healers.

For the homeless and the cosseted

May our homes be simple, warm and welcoming.

For the vibrant and the dying

May we all die to live.

<P<P<P
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The Collect for Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

All Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

For the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority

Celebrant O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to thy merciful care,
that, being guided by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to Donald Trump, the
President of the United States, Phil Murphy, the Governor of this State, and to all in authority, wisdom
and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make
them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

For Good Government

Celebrant Spirit of justice, creator Spirit; help us to make and keep this country a home for all its different
peoples, and grant to our government and all its representatives imagination, skill and energy that
there may grow amongst us love and peace. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

Celebrant O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the design of your great love
shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your Church, peace among nations,
peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. Amen.

For the Sick

Celebrant God our healer, keep those who are ill aware of your presence, support them with your power,
especially our family as well as our friendly and unfriendly neighbors whose names we say silently or
aloud, comfort them with your protection, give them strength and establish them in your peace. Amen.

For Trust

Celebrant Holy and eternal God, give us such trust in your sure purpose, that we measure our lives not by what we

have done or failed to do, but by our faithfulness to you. Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. Amen.

For the Family

Celebrant Lord Jesus, at Nazareth you shared in the life of your family. Help us to live together in our family
with love and respect for each other. Make our home a place of blessing, peace and joy for everyone,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

For God’s light
Celebrant Eternal God, shed your light on us who watch for you, that our lips may praise you, our hearts bless
you, and our lives glorify you, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

A General Thanksgiving

All God our Creator, our center, our friend,
we thank you for our good life, for those who are dear to us,
for our dead, and for all who have helped and influenced us.
We thank you for the measure of freedom we have,
and the extent to which we control our lives;
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and most of all we thank you for the faith that is in us,
for our awareness of you and our hope in you.

Keep us, we pray you,

thankful and hopeful and useful

until our lives shall end. Amen.

Officiant The divine Spirit dwells in us. Alleluia, alleluia!
Celebrants Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
Officiant Through your Holy Spirit you create us and sustain us.

Open our hearts and minds to your presence now

as your Spirit moves among us.

Pour your divine love into our hearts

that we may live in harmony with one another.

You soar, sustain, and stir, climb, dive, and sing your way through this world,
giving life to every beating heart.

You never end.

You keep circling, crossing over us on three wings—
one speeds through heaven,

one holds the earth together with a kiss as light as dew,
and one whispers over, under, and through our lives.
We praise You, Wisdom! Amen.

iInd myse
only by losing
myself.”

- Paul Ricceu

Saint Agnes Church
65 Union Ave, Little Falls, NJ 07424
Serving people of Little Falls and surrounding communities since 1896,
Saint Agnes Church is a part of the Episcopal/Anglican branch
of the Jesus Movement in the Diocese of Newark, striving to be a contemplative community.
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