Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

SAINT AGNES CHURCH
October 26, 2025 at 9:30 AM

“God,
be merciful to me,
a sinner!-

Luke 18:13

Serving people of Little Falls and surrounding communities since 1896, Saint Agnes Church is a part of
the Episcopal/ Anglican branch of the Jesus Movement in the Diocese of Newark, striving to be a
contemplative community. St. Agnes’ vision is to embody the gospel of Jesus (Luke 17:21) in each one of
us by cultivating the presence of God within and without. Within each of us, St. Agnes’ equips and empowers
her members to strengthen their spiritual growth and experience the inner presence of God. Without and
around each of us, St. Agnes’ exctends her mission and ministries beyond the walls by actively serving the
needs of the local community. Our commitment to serving others reflects our belief in the embodiment of
God’s presence who is love and compassion in the world.




Opening Acclamation

Presider

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Celebrants And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Alleluia!

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria
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The Collect of the Day The Presider and Celebrants read the Collect of the Day together.
Presider The Lord be with you.
Celebrants And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity;
and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command,;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Lessons
A Reading from Sirach 35:12-17

Give to the Most High as he has given to you,
and as generously as you can afford.
For the Lord is the one who repays,
and he will repay you sevenfold.
Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it
and do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice;
for the Lord is the judge,
and with him there is no partiality.
He will not show partiality to the poor;
but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged.
He will not ignore the supplication of the orphan,
or the widow when she pours out her complaint.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Celebrants Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84:1-6 Quam dilecta!

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lozrd,;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.



A Reading from 2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18

I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. T
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on
there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his
appearing,.

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be
counted against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was
rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save
me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

Celebrants Thanks be to God

All stand as able.

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 18:9-14

Celebrants Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and
regarded others with contempt: ""T'wo men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, "God, I
thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income." But the tax collector,
standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying,
"God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" I tell you, this man went down to his home justified
rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble
themselves will be exalted."

Presider The Gospel of the Lord
Celebrants Praise to you, Lord Christ
Homily



Nicene Creed All stand as able.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People A New Zealand Prayer Book

Mothering God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your Son.
Therefore in confidence and trust, we pray for the Church:
(Particular intercessions/ thanksgivings may be offered.)

Father, enliven the Church for its mission
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world.

Breathe fresh life into your people.
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action.

We pray for the wotld: (Particular intercessions/ thanksgivings may be offered.)

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace.
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth.

Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it.
Teach us to care creatively for its resources.

We pray for the community: (Particular intercessions/ thanksgivings may be offered.)
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom

those whose decisions affect the lives of others

that all may act with integrity and courage.

Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours.
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us.

We pray for those in need: (Particular intercessions/ thanksgivings may be offered.)

God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit.
May they know the power of your healing love.

Make us willing agents of your compassion.
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole.

We remember those who have died and those who mourn:
(Particular intercessions/ thanksgivings may be offered.)

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith
of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone.
Father, into your hands we commend them.

Give comfort to those who mourn.
Bring them peace in their time of loss.



We praise you for (N and) all your saints who have entered your eternal glory.
May their example inspire and encourage us.

We pray for ourselves and our ministries:
(Particular intercessions/ thanksgivings may be offered and the prayers conclude with one of the following.)

Lotd, you have called us to serve you.

Grant that we may walk in your presence:

your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds,

your strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey,

we know the joy of our homecoming and the welcome of your embrace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Celebrants And also with you.

Parish Announcements & Birthday Blessings



The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer A

The Offertory
The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
Celebrants And also with you.
Presider Lift up your hearts.
Celebrants We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Celebrants It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have
made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world.
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said,

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread

Presider Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Celebrants Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!

Invitation to the Holy Communion

Presider Behold what you are. Become what you receive.
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Communion

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]

Post-Communion Prayer

Blessed be God who calls us together.
Praise to God who makes us one people.

Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin.
Praise to God who gives hope and freedom.

Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed.
Praise to God who is revealed as love.

Blessed be God who alone has called us.

Therefore, we offer all that we are and all that we shall become.

Accept, O God, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.

Amen. Accept our thanks for all you have done.
Our hands were empty, and you filled them.

The Blessing

Dismissal

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluial

Celebrants Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
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This
magnificent refuge
1S 1nsi1dae you.
Enter.

Shatter the darkness
that shrouds the doorwa)-'.

. Put away the incense
and forget the incantations they taught you.
Be bold. Be humble.
Ask no permission from the authorities.

Close your eyes
and follow your breath
to the still place
that leads to the invisible path
that leads you home.

— Teresa of Avila

Saint Agnes Church
65 Union Ave, Little Falls, NJ 07424
Wardens: Tom Ploch and Michelle Borden
Vestry: Amy Allen, Bob Dombrowski,
Connie Van Decker, and Greg Luciano,
Treasurer: Tom Ploch and Amy Allen
Parish Administrator: Lisa Conti
Sexton: Bob Dombrowski
Priest-in-Charge: The Rev. Paul Yoon
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